ontents 


Volume 12, Number 1 


2 Letters from You 


3 Girls Express 


8 Heart to Heart 

Tidy Tips 

10 Craft 
Sweet Spirals 

12 Pop Quiz! 

20 Finger Tips 

24 Board Silly 

28 Standing Tall 


32 Cooking 
Pizza Pizzazz 


34 Mini Mysteries 
40 The Giggle Gang 


43 Notes from the 
Heart 


45 Mini Mag 
47 Help! 
49 Behind the Scenes 


Plus: Board Game— 
Midnight Madness 


See AG online! 


Visit americangirl.com for 


more fun from AG magazine. 


Always get permission from 
a parent before surfing the 
Web or giving out your full 
name, address, or any other 
personal info. 


Board Silly = 
From start to finish, 
this sleepover with 


a board game twist 
is sure to be a hit. Standing Tall 


Meet a big 
gymnast with 
even bigger 


dreams. 
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Sweet Spirals 


Create cute cards— 
with twist ties. 
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About the Cover 

Meet Carly W., age 12. She 
tried on lots of clothes at the 
photoshoot, but we loved this 
loopy sweater most. To see 
other photos, go to “Behind 

3 the Scenes” on page 49. 


Pop Quiz! 
100 questions all about 
things girls love 


ae 


Cover photo: John McArthur 


Look for fun facts Sprinkled throughout the magazine! ) 


etters from You 


Thanks so much for the cute 
stickers in the September/ 
October 2003 issue. I went to 
the craft store, and I bought a 
plain magnetic sheet, stuck 
the stickers on it, and cut them 
apart. Now I love making up 
ive sayings in my locker! 


Hi Meg Zs 


Virginia 


Trouble No More 
I liked “Friendship Troubles” in 
September/October. The article 
helped me figure out which 

of my friends are true. And it 
taught me how to get over 
fights with my friends. Thanks. 


Sarah A. 


Age 12, California 


a ee 


Reader Surprise 

On page 23, you'll read about our latest 
Reader Surprise contest! To enter, just 
send a postcard by February 15 with 
your first and last name, address, and 
phone number to: 


Reader Surprise—J/F 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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School Spirit ) } 

In the September/October 
issue, I loved the “Back-to- 
School Sleepover.” My friends 
really got into the school spirit 
at this party. One friend said, 
“This is just like a school day!” 
I’m going to have a “Back-to- 
School Sleepover” every year! 


Glewon F 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


Americantirl 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com. 
Either way, be sure to include your first 
and last name and your birth date. We 
can’t use every letter we receive, but 
we read and learn from each one. 


Official Rules 

1. Drawing not open to employees of 
Pleasant Company and its affiliates. 
2. Only one entry per family. 

3. To be valid, all entries must be 
received by mail by February 15, 2004. 
Entries may not be faxed or e-mailed. 
4. All entries become the property 

of Pleasant Company and will not 

be returned. 

5. Void where prohibited by law. 


Illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 
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Buzzword 


American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


cockamamy 


How to say It: ka-kuh-MAY-mee 
What it means: nonsensical, silly 


Where it comes from: a variation 
of the word decalcomania, which 
refers to decals or transfers and 
originated during a decal fad in 
France in the 1800s 


One way to use it: “Wendy's 
friends thought her cockamamy 
plan to start a cat circus would 
never work.” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. Can 
you find it? Answer is on page 42. 


Funny Girl 


When Nickelodeon’s comedy show All That 
held a talent search for the funniest kid in 
America, TV viewers voted Christina K., 


age 10, the winner! As her prize, the Massachusetts 
girl is appearing on All That this season. Here’s her take 
on getting laughs. 


What makes Christina funny: Her family. “My dad is funny. It will be dead 
silence and he’ll start cracking jokes, Sometimes he'll run around the house 
with his pants pulled up to his chest!" she says. 


What’s best about working on All That: “I like working with the rest of the cast. 
They’re all really funny. | don't have to be nervous. They’re there to help me out,” 
explains Christina. She also likes the great selection of candy backstage. 


How Christina and the rest of the 
cast have fun on the set: The kids 
love to make prank calls to friends. 
Once, they even made a call to 
Christina’s mom. 


Her comedy role models: Amanda 
Bynes and Adam Sandler 


Her tips on how to be funny: “Just 
be yourself and believe in yourself,” 
Christina says. “Also, imperson- 
ations are the new thing. But you 
have to do the voices—that’s what 
makes it funny.” 


Christina and the cast celebrate her win. 
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Shining 
Star 


When Brittany C.’s good friend was 
in the hospital, “He always com- 
plained that his feet were cold,” 
she says. “So | thought I’d give 

him a pair of slippers.” Brittany, 13, 
decided she could help other kids, 
too. The Arizona girl started Fuzzy 
Feet, a program that gives bright, 
whimsical slippers to kids in hospi- 
tals and homeless shelters. 


Brittany wrote to 
footwear companies 
asking for donations 
of slippers. The 
huge response 
surprised her— 
she received 
thousands of pairs 
from generous shoe manufacturers. 
Brittany loves the feeling she 
gets when she gives out her funny 
footwear, which can make even 
very sick kids smile. “I got real 
excited when | realized | could do 
something to make a difference 
in sick kids’ lives just by giving 
them slippers,” she explains. 


You can shine, too. 

You don’t have to donate thousands 
of pairs of slippers to warm a kid’s 
toes—and heart. All it takes is one 
pair. Why not buy some slippers 
yourself and donate them to a local 
hospital or shelter? 


a. 
Do It Yourself 
Do it Yourse 
Stuck inside this winter? Spend an afternoon learning a new skill 


with one of these how-to videos. 


Cheer! 
$20 for DVD, - 
$15 for VHS xy si 
“The video teaches you @ 
cheers, chants, and 
dance moves. | enjoyed 
learning cheers so | can 5 
show better spirit at school.” 


A Katherine S. 


Age 11, California 


Andrew Mayne's 
Wizard School 
$25 for DVD or VHS 
“This video shows you how to 
do lots of cool magic tricks. 
It’s easy to learn the tricks 
since you can actually see 
them clearly.” 


KKKAEST 


Onno S. 


Age 11, Wisconsin 


AS Special Love Song 


Natalee (left) and Alexa 


Music-loving sisters Alexa and Natalee F, 
14 and 12, wrote the song “Kiss Across 
the Ocean” to show how they feel when 
they spend time away from people they 
love. “The main idea of the song is that 
it’s really hard to say good-bye to your 
loved ones,” Alexa explains. When U.S. 


troops went to war in Iraq last year, the Utah girls dedicated their 


tune to kids who had parents 
serving in the military overseas. 
They’re giving part of the money 
the song earns to a program 

for children whose moms or 
dads were killed in the war. Both 
sisters love performing their 
song, especially for kids. “You 
can really get them into it. 

You can look them in the eye 
and get their attention and pull 
them in,” Natalee says. 


AMERICAN GIRL 


V’ll kiss across the ocean. 

V’ll kiss across the sky. 

V’ll send a wish out for you, 

Hoping you’re still fine. 

No matter where you go, 

No matter what you do, 

I'll kiss across the ocean all 
the way, 

All the way to you. 


Check out 
read the rest of the song. 


“Shining Star” photo courtesy of Cathianne Werner/Independent Newspapers “A Special Love Song” portrait: Bry Cox, Cox Studio “Heart Strings” photo: Mike Walker 
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Hear’ 


Turn your valentines into a pretty 
decoration for your room. 


Collect the valentines you received this year, 
or buy Some new ones. You can also use 
oute postcards you’ve received from family 
or friends. Use scissors 
to cut the front panel 
off folded cards. 
Glue the cards to 
a pretty ribbon. 
Let dry. Hang the 
decoration in your 
room or anyplace that 
needs a holiday touch. 


go outside. 


Know where 
to fin 
to the house. @@ spare key 


' AG 


FOLL 


| 

| 

| | 
Your answers: 

| 

| 


In our September/October 2003 
issue, we asked whether you’d 
choose shoes that are cute but 
painful or shoes that are comfy 


but ugly. y 4 
| \ i 


Nearly three-fourths of 4 
you said you’d rather wear i 
ugly, comfy shoes than 

cute, painful ones. 


“Having shoes that are 
painful would make you 
walk as if you had two left 
feet!” explains Isamar P., 
age 13, of New York. 


Next question: 


{| 
| 
| 
We know you love e-mail and | 
instant messaging. But how does 
the computer compare with the | 
phone when it comes to talking 
to your friends? Do you prefer | 
to chat on the phone or on the | 
| 
| 
l 
I 


computer? Circle your choice. 


phone computer 


Po 


‘aLep psig pue 'ssosppe ‘oweu 45e] pue 45414 anol, ULI SA OL Wau) jIew joue SsAo/usue anoh 4no Liz 
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Snow ( : 
Snow is falling all around, 
Covering every inch of ground. | Home Sweet Home 
One foot, two feet, three feet deep, , : 
Covering up our little feet. Your entries to our Design a Dream House 
Trees that look like icicles— y . . . f 
RIT debe dar bleycies! contest show you'd Itke to live in style: 


Glittering diamonds in the snow, 
If they’re there, I’ll never know. 


Theater House 


Sovourner Ff. 
Age 11, Maine 


Racked 


Age 11, Missouri 


Help Wanted! 


We know it’s the middle of 
winter, but imagine the hot 
summer sun for just a minute. 
Then tell us about your favorite 
clever ways to cool off. Do you 
love to play sprinkler tag, hold 
cannonball contests at the local 
pool, or chill with your toes 

in a kiddie pool filled with ice 
water? Send your original ideas 
for get-wet games and activities 
to the address on page 2. 


Stacy G 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 4 Age 14, Michigan 
aa 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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OAara S: 
Age 12, California 
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we 
Anna 


Age 12, New York 


New Contest: | 
Invent an Event | 


The Olympics are coming up this 
N ataliie M . summer. Create and describe an 
Age 13, Washington Olympic event you’d be sure to 
win. It could be the Snooze-Button 


Sleep-a-thon or the Homework 
Hustle or anything else—the sillier, 
the better! Send your entry to the 
address on page 2, along with your 


first and last name, address, and 
birth date. Deadline: February 15, 
2004. Our favorites will appear in 
the July/August 2004 issue. Sorry, 
we can’t return entries. 


Heart to Heart Ny 


Tidy Tips 


and organized? What are some clever 
ways to keep your things neat? 


Just cleaning a Take a picture of 


little bit every your messy room. 


After you clean it, 
take another picture. When you 


day helps. I try to 
straighten up my room every 
night before I go to bed. That 
way, it stays neat! 

dv | ie B. 


Age‘11, Ohio 


get the pictures developed, look 
at the progress you've made. 
You'll be proud of yourself. 
Chelsea L. 


Age 10, Mississippi 


I always save the 
cone-shaped hats My mom always 
from birthday 


parties. I hang them upside 


complained that 


I didn’t put my 
down by the string on my clean clothes away, and she was 
bulletin board, and they make right! My drawers were really 
a really handy place for all the full, so my clean clothes didn’t 


small things I want to save. fit. I finally cleaned the drawers 


Just don’t out. Half of the clothes in there 
put anything didn’t even fit me. I had two 
too heavy in big stacks of clothes to give to 
them or they charity, and now it’s easy to put 
might break. | “} my clean clothes away. 


hd. 


Age 7, Connecticut 


QR. 


Age 12, Connecticut 
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I often forgot 
what craft 
supplies I had, 
so | found a small, inexpensive 


i 


bookcase and turned it into an 
arts and crafts center. I sorted 


ys 


my markers, pens, and scissors 
into little buckets, organized my 


paper by color on letter trays, 
and put other items in small 
plastic containers. : 
‘There’s even 
room for 

my art books. 
Amma SH. 


Age 12, Washington 


When I clean ' 
my room, I play 

music so I can | 
sing while I work. The cleaning 
goes so much faster! 


Hateayn A. 


Age 11, Illinois 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 
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One thing that When I’m clean- 


helps me when ing, I pretend that 
I'm a TV host, 


and in my show | give room 


I’m cleaning is to 
tackle one section of my room 


at a time, not the whole place. makeovers. When I’m done 


Molly B. 


Age 12 


cleaning, I walk around the 

linois room and show 
offeverything fe 
I did. It's areally 

I have stuff that fun way to clean 

I’ve outgrown or 

that I’ve had for 


years that is special to me, but 


my room. 


Anne. 7. 


Age 13, Arkansas 


I don’t want to keep it in my 
room. I box up my special stuff 
and put it in the storage closet. To make space in 


That way it doesn’t make my my closet, I put 


room messy, but I don’t have up hooks inside. 


to throw it away. I hang my jewelry, purses, 


hats, and other little things on 


Cay G 


Age 10, 


w Jersey them. Doing this has really 
made a difference in clearing 
up my clutter. 


“by 


Age 12, Oregon 


I think the best 
way to keep your 


room organized 

is to keep things in empty shoe 
boxes. On the end of each box, I stay organized 
write what’s in it. You can even by keeping my 


cover the boxes sports, dance, 


with wrapping and swim bags packed and 


paper to make ready to go. When it’s time for 


them pretty. ©, RL 


Age 13, Montana 


my activity, I just grab and go! 


Angelina A. 
Age 7, New York 


| 


The best way to 
stay organized is 
to have a special 
place for everything and to 
always put things back where 
they go. That way, you can 
always find what you need 
when you need it! 
Emily W 

Age 8, Utah 


Speak from 
Your Heart 


Next subject: Good Sports. Are 


you a good sport? How do you 
make sure you lose—and win— 


gracefully? Tell about a time when 


you played against someone who 


was a bad sport. What did she 
do? How did you handle it? 


Send answers, first and last 
names, birth date, and photo 


to the address on page 2. 


Deadline: February 9, 2004. 

Some answers will appear in the 

July/August 2004 issue. X 
y : 
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Sweet Spirals 


Make your valentine smile with these curly-cute designs! 


= Twist ties 

#A round toothpick 

a Glue 

= Blank greeting cards 
(available at craft and 
scrapbook stores) 

a Patterned papers for 
extra decoration 


1 Wrap the end of a twist 2 Remove the twist tie 3 Lay spirals on the 

tie around a toothpick to from the toothpick, Finish front of the card to make 

begin a spiral shape. making the spiral by rolling a heart shape. Glue spirals 
the twist tie with your in place, one by one. 
fingers. Repeat to make Let dry. 


14 spirals for a large heart, 


Tip: You can find twist 
ties packaged with 
garbage bags or food 
storage bags. 


> Go to “Fun for Girls” at americangir|.com for cvte valentine sayings to include. in your cards! 
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g~ Kick off the year with 100 questions all about things girls love! 


1 ° 
eae” What are the names of 


these braids? a Fill in the blanks of 


this tongue twister. 


Jim Jordan 


Name the four 
colors on a Twister board. 


@©Ray Boudreau, by Kids Can Press 


Credit on page 2 
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6 What is a group of dolphins called? 
a. School b, Pod c. Herd 


R 

be 

i 

we 

=x 

-— 

= a 
oe 


d. Pack 


v 


Which one is: 


Lat 14 


Serena? Phil? Da? Mary-Kate? 
} _ 
Venus? Lil? Tamera? Ashley? 


©Buena Vista Pictures Distribution and Walden Media, LLC. 


i ae: 
OO lS 


a. In Holes, what is Stanley’s last name? 


Agence France Presse 


Nickelox 


. seo 


Who was not a character at Camp Green Lake? 


a. Zero ~ b. Squis c. Armpit (d. Mag 


Getty 


KR 


How many points 
is Yahtzee worth 


Who is older—Mary-Kate or Ashley Olsen? the first time? 


- 
A 


20 At last count, What famous curly-haired actress was first s 

what was the most considered for the role of Dorothy? 3 

popular name for C ) E 

baby girls in g 

the United 5 

States? , 22 In The Wizard of Oz, what type of flowers 
eee 


causes Dorothy and the Cowardly Lion to fall asleep? 


I 


a + -- 


J What killed the Wicked Witch 
b. of the West? 


‘a, 24 What killed the Wicked 
Witch of the East? 


14 


just purchase 
if you bought 
something 


~~ 6 <\¥ Tata Ke j 4 What did you 4 


Which of the following was not one of 
the original Jelly Belly flavors? 


a. Very Cherry c. Root Beer 


~~ N, 
/b. Lime d. Tangerine 


Ld 26 What’s the most popular Jelly Belly flavor? = + 
VY\Wwf$ihtxy » 


After vanilla, 
the most popular 
ice cream flavor— 


strawberry or chocolate? 
=e leit asa . > 
12) 
28 On That’s So 
Raven, what special power 
does Raven possess? 
a.)She is psychic. 
b. She has X-ray vision. Put the following 
c. She can turn invisible. meee tae °!'cal order 
of when they were invented, 
d. She can fly. starting with the earliest. 


a. Frisbee 
b. Kite 
c. Roller skates 


d. Teddy bear 
_ 


Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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41 What’s 


SpongeBob 
SquarePants’s pet 
snail’s name? 


What 
is the name of 
the city where 
SpongeBob lives? 


Ea 


Nickelodeon 


AS If you are riding 


a Razor or a Micro, what 
are you riding? 


Vi aa jr 


45 Crunchy or 


creamy peanut butter? 


Fi “4 
Corc AMG 


“D strawberry jam 
“or grape jelly? 


Wed), 


What do Samoas, 
Trefoils, and Friendship 
Circles have in common? 


| Halty Potioe " 
aeMrey PONE , 
Sort the Sorting Hat’s ‘51. pur the Hany Potter wn Folet i aati 
descriptions of students in books in chronological order, De ae 
Hogwarts’s houses. beginning with the first. 
a. 
i ee & 
47 Slytherin h = et Se 


Harry Potter and the 
and the Order — Sorcerer's Stone 


' Ravenclaw #2 
of the Phoenix 


49 Gryffindor A 
r wv Hufflepuff 4 


~ . Onwhich 
platform does Hogwarts 
Express depart? 


«a, Just and loyal a. 9% me 
b. Cunning folk 9% =< - : eo. 
c. Wit and learning o% - ae 


d. The brave at heart 
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Finish the lyrics of the following musical theater songs: 


Paramount/The Kobal Collection 
Columbia/The Kobal Collection 


53 Grease: “Summer 


»©> Annie: “Cotton blankets Mary Poppins: “Just a |) The Sound of Music: 
lovin’, had me a 'steada V0 ; spoonful of “Raindrops on \ 
, i Empty bellies ’steada helps the ~~ and whiskers on 
Summer lovin’ happened 1A] . It’s a hard AW aa ein @ most OOS 
so _ abt a Kn Lis n _ way!” : 


What do these terms mean? 


5 P LOL Lo yahoo! loten | 
59 BFF _Ceack Gal byon 


5 ) Y2K_Yootrejo henry A 


state was 
represented on 
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What are you playing with 
when you do the following? 


Onesies, twosies, 


and threesies 


: Parle f 
Lleida 


70 Double Dutch 


mmr ——— a th — Et 


¥ 


Walk the dog 


i ip - Knuckling down 


Flying clipper 


» Identify each of the 


& — following 
{ Lizzie McGuire's 
or 


f 


characters aS 


46 Finish the lyric to the Lizzie 
McGuire theme song: “If you 
believe we’ve got a picture- 
perfect plan...” 


a. “we'll recruit you to be our 
number-one fan.” 


b. “we’ve got you 
fooled, ‘cause we 
only do the best 
we can.” 


c. “just know you 
hold the future in the 
palm of your hand.” 


d. “then believe 
our plan will help 
you get far, man.” 


82 True or false? The 
first eye glitter was made 
from the iridescent shells 
of beetles. 


Upon which fairy 
tale is the movie Ever 
After based? 


ps 5 ; 
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Match the Disney character to her sidekick. 


a. Mushu b. Flounder 


Reuters Photo Archive 


©Disney 


90 What’s the symbol 
for a strike in bowling? 


nd Se 


x 


What’s 
the symbol 
for a spare? 


©Disney Enterprises, Inc. 
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c. Meeko d. Stitch 


In Tuck Everlasting, 
what age is Jesse destined 
to remain? 


a. 16 c. 18 
b, 17 d.19 


©Disney 


Zuma Press 


animal language does 


94 Which Which of these 


is not a real is not the name of a Cat’s 
soft drink? Cradle move? 

a. Pepsi Blue | oh ml a. Elffel Tower 
b. Mountain Dew Red a b. Cup and Saucer 
c.SpriteRemix > = 6, Witch's Broom 
(4.7-Up Slime Green = dy wht Chair 


ME Yuin 
“at tow 
As) Jou LA 


Bicoure 


Winn Dine 


Match the first lines of these books to their titles. 


86 “That fool of a fairy Lucinda did not intend to lay a 
curse on me.” 


4 


“My name is India Opal Buloni, and last summer my 
daddy, the preacher, sent me to the store for a box of 
macaroni-and-cheese, some white rice, and two tomatoes 
and | came back with a dog.” 


\ 


98 “There once was a boy named Milo who didn’t know 
what to do with himself—not just sometimes, but always.” 


ball 


> wat kind ft is Dory in Finding Nemo? 
wn ©. Queen angelfish 
d. Parrotfish 


ZOD wat 


Dory speak? 


_ French braids a. She’s Blast, fast 


Fishtail braid peyente. Wool, full, knock life 
_ Cornrows a Sugar, medicine go 
Sells, sea, sea Cookies down, delightful 
_ Blue, green, yellow, red aeeneners Ps ei 
ittens 
_b, Pod nay SYPUP a 
, A snake 
“ae lees Marcia ¢ Th wv" 
skating 34, __ Laugh out loud _b. “we've got you fooled, 
4 i *cause ly do the best 
g. Golf / Good Best friends ys only e 
Morning forever we can. 
dd. Soccer ¢ - 
pp all Year 2000 Foe 
_ b. Track and field 5 
_ b. Kite; a, Carnation; Annoying bro 
__b. Serena, a. Venus c. Roller skates; b)Daffodil; ._ 
— d. Phil, c. Lil .— d. Rose; e 
, | Bae bb a. Frisbee ; Rubber stamping 


c. Daisy 


- @. Tia, f. Tamera 


 Astyle of swimsuit dd. Lasagna 


_ g, Mary-Kate, h, Ashley 


a. She likes to fish. —» True 


Delaware 


i. _ Ashley Olsen 


ce ee 63. Cinderella 
— Yelnats vegetarian. = ' 
Swimming _ ¢, Orange Juice EB 
y abe Seen -_b. Her nickname is ae 
18. : La ee & % Chicky. Volleyball at, 
 ¢, Meeko 
50 points db _ They’re all pants. _ Gymnastics 
ae Basketball _ d, Stitch 
bp, Emily ve ae. _ Gary 
— Cheer. ___b, Flounder 
Shirley Temple Bikini Bottom 


leading a. Mushu 


- Poppies _ A scooter 
Water _ They’re all Girl Scout 


cookies. 


Kaz Kurisu 


- Dorothy’s house fell 
on her. 


 b. Lime 


_ Creamy 
peanut butter 


Very Cherry OF 7 


Chocolate 


_ Grape jelly __ d. 7-Up Slime Green 


_. Jump rope — d. Lawn Chair 


_ b, Cunning folk 


Yo-yo Ella Enchanted 


__ ¢, Wit and learning 


Marbles _ Because of Winn-Dixie 


_ d. The brave at heart 


a, Just and loyal Hacky sack _ The Phantom Tollbooth 


_ ¢. Rhinestone _b. Regal tang 


- Sepba, c).d 
d9% 


_-b. Tamyra Gray Whale X 
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Gather up your games, then invite friends over for 


an all-night board game bash. 
by Laura Torres 


Check-er Out This Invitation 


Get the games going with Fold in half. Cut red paper to 
tiny checkerboard invitations. fit around a matchbox. Write 
For each guest, cut out a a guest’s name with a white 
2-inch piece of checkered gel pen. Use a hole punch to 
paper. Write party details on cut out checkers from red 

a 1%-inch square piece of and black foam sheets. Tuck 
white paper. Glue it in the these inside the matchbox 
middle of the checkerboard. with the invitation. 


Tic-Snack-Toe 


Use decorator icing to draw 
tic-tac-toe boards on frosted 


cupcakes. At the party, pass « 
out M&M’s. Each player “ 
chooses a color of candy Y 


and plays tic-tac-toe on a 
cupcake. The winner takes 
the cake! 


Illustrated by Carol Yoshizumi 


You Don’t Say! 


When guests arrive, give 
each one $500 in funny 
money, then pick five words 
that no one is allowed to 
say during the party. Pick 
things such as “cake,” 
“game,” or other obvious 
words. If you catch someone 
using one of these words, 
you get $100 of her funny 
money. The richest person 
at the end of the party wins! 


Speed Games 


Keep players perked up with 
a board game relay. Set up 
different game stations 
around the room so you have 
enough spots for two guests 
at each station. Use games 

in which you can quickly 

tell who is ahead at any point 
in the game. Good choices: 
AG’s Midnight Madness, 
Yahtzee, Boggle, Scrabble, 
Candyland, Battleship, 
and checkers. 


Set a timer for ten minutes. 
Play games until the timer 
runs out. Determine the 
winner of each game and 
give her a point. Trade 
partners and play again. 
Whoever has the most 
points at the end of four 
or five rounds is the speed 
games winner! 


Dice Cream 
Ww) You can make these 


z icy dice ahead of time, 
then put them in an airtight 
container in the freezer until 
ready to use. Remove the 
packaging from a half-gallon 
box of vanilla ice cream. 


Working quickly, dip a knife 
into warm water and ask an 
adult to help you slice ice 
cream into 2 cubes. Press 
mini Oreo cookies into top 
and sides of each cube to 
make delicious dice. 


Games on 
the Go 


Give each guest an empty 
metal candy tin (like the one 
Altoids come in). Paint the 
top of the lid with acrylic 
paint. Let dry about 45 
minutes. Paint on a 
tic-tac-toe board. Let dry 

30 minutes more. Press tiny 
stickers onto a magnetic 
sheet. Cut the stickers into 
squares that will fit in your 
board spaces. Carry the 
magnets in the tin for a 
quick game anytime. 


Giant Goofball Game 


Just when guests start to 
wind down, turn up the fun 
with this goofy game. Give 
each guest three sheets of 
colored paper and a marker. 
Ask guests to write a quick 
activity on each colored sheet 
and directions for moving 
forward and backward. For 
example, you could say, “Tell 
a knock-knock joke and move 
ahead 3 spaces.” When 
everyone is done, make the 
giant game board by laying 


out the colored papers in a 
path on the floor, placing 2 
to 5 white papers between 
the colored ones. 


To make a die, cover a large 
square box with paper. Draw 
on dots with a black marker. 
Roll the die, move ahead 
that many spaces, and follow 
the instructions on the paper 
you land on. If you land on a 
blank, stay there. The first 
player to finish is the winner! 


Fuzzy Dice 
Roll on into the night with 
this retro craft. Glue squares 
of fake fur onto small 
wooden cubes. Several 
colors of fur make the dice 
extra fun. Glue on colorful 
rhinestones to make the 
spots. Let dry. 


Key Chain 
Keepoake 


Look for key chain board 
games at toy, discount, and 
department stores. Give 
guests these fun favors, and 
everyone will be a winner! x 
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Standing Tall 


A tall gymnast fights to follow 
her dreams in a sport where the short succeed. 


>a — 


Jordan C.’s dream of becoming an Olympic 
gymnast was born in the summer of 1996. 
That’s when the Magnificent Seven, as they 
were called, had the odds stacked against them. 
Going into the 1996 Summer Olympic Games, 
no United States women’s gymnastics team 


¢ 


iegifes & 
@ ks " # } 

é us » ¥e 
ig i. Neha i \ 
KENT a VN 

p f > 1 
on 
| oo 
The Magnificent Seven make 
gold-medal history at the 1996 4d ever won the gold medal. But the seven 


Olympic Games. athletes, including Kerri Strug and Shannon 
Miller, were determined to succeed and vaulted their way to victory. 

“I thought the moves the gymnasts did were really cool,” explains 
Jordan, who was five years old when she watched the Olympics on TV. 
“It looked challenging.” Little did the Florida girl know she would later 
face challenges of her own that could put an end to her Olympic dreams. 

During her first years in gymnastics class, Jordan learned the 
basics of the four events—vault, balance beam, floor routine, and 
uneven parallel bars. “There wasn’t a lot of pressure at first,” says 
Jordan. “All of my teammates were at about the same talent level.” 


Photo: Getty Images 
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wHere’s Jordan! 


93% 


Jordan and her teammates were also all the same 
és / height—on the short side. Together, they pushed 
“s their small bodies to be strong. “You have to do 
lots of strength training, like push-ups, sit-ups, and 


é 


{ £ % ” . “ ’ 
3 iY { squats,” describes the gymnast. “When you’re 
Ae ' » @ stronger, it’s easier to do moves like flips.” 

—_ a kell ? ry 0 4 
Their hard work paid off. When Jordan was 


Jordan’s team stands proud, and 
at the same height. nine years old, her Level Five team won its first state 


championship! The team’s picture was even in the local newspaper. But when 
Jordan’s team won the Level Seven state championship a year and a half later, 


there was quite a difference in the team’s newspaper photo. Jordan now stood 


| 


inches taller than her teammates. That meant trouble. “She grew five inches in one year! 


“Level Seven was when I really started to get 
taller than everyone else,” says Jordan. Fora 
gymnast, a bigger size can mean big problems. 
Because of her height, Jordan had to relearn 
some of the skills that had once been easy for her. 


Vs 


Jordan, age 13, and teammate One year later, Jordan stands 
Kelly S., age 12. inches above her teammates. 


Ps 
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eo) Before 1948, Olympic gymnastics was held ovtaoors! 


% 


—s— 


“The uneven bars is 
usually the worst 
event for gymnasts 


it’s easier to hit your 


do extra leg-strength- 


The uneven parallel bars get COMES CXCTeRes 20 


trickier as Jordan gets taller. I could keep my form 
and not hit the bar,” explains Jordan, whose 
coaches have to widen the bars when it’s her 
turn to practice. 

Jordan’s coaches also had to teach her 
a different vault routine because she was 
no longer able to do the same one as her 
teammates. “Shorter gymnasts have an easier 
time doing flips because there’s not as much 
body to flip around,” says Jordan, who trains 
hard to get her taller body over the vault. 

But Jordan explains that there are advantages 
to standing taller than the rest of the team. 
“Coaches say on the balance beam, being taller 
makes you look longer and your moves look 


who are taller, because 


feet on the bar. I had to 


owe. 


Jordan hits the mat for extra strengthening exercises. A 
stronger body makes it easier for her to adjust her moves. 


A taller body works in Jordan’s favor on the balance beam. 
smoother. It’s definitely an advantage. 

“I can also do some moves better in my floor 
routines because I’m taller. There is a move 
called a whip, where you flip your body, not 
in a ball but in a straight line. That’s easier to 
do if you're taller because you can whip your 
body over better.” 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Now 13 years old, 5 feet, 6% inches tall, and 
competing at Level Eight (Level 11 is the 
elite—and Olympic—level), Jordan is already 
seven inches taller than the average height of 
the Magnificent Seven Olympic gymnasts. She 
knows that the taller she gets, the harder it will 
be for her to achieve her dream of being in the 
Olympic Games. 

“Sometimes I think of 
quitting gymnastics,” she 
says. But Jordan’s parents 
inspire her to follow her 
dreams. “My dad tells me 
not to forget I was made 
special for a purpose.” She 
certainly is proving she’s 
special—she recently won 


“Sometimes | want to 
quit,” says Jordan. 


a national title on the balance beam! 

Jordan also looks to her family tree for 
encouragement. Her Uncle John wanted to 
play Major League Baseball, but he was only 
5 feet, 8 inches tall, much shorter than the 
other outfielders trying out for the team. His 
determination paid off—he ended up winning 
a spot on the Florida Marlins, which went on 
to win the World Series! “He was really small, 
but it didn’t stop him,” boasts Jordan. “Uncle 
John’s been my inspiration. 

“T still have a dream 
about going to the 
Olympics,” admits Jordan. 
“The skills get harder 
and the competition gets 
tougher as I get taller, but 
I’m going to keep trying!” 


“Life is 
either a daring 
adventure 


or nothing.” 


that the 

thing shall be done, 

and then you shall 
the way.” 


—Abraham Lincoln —Helen Keller 


“Obstacles are “No matter what 
challenges for 
Winn6Ps and 

excuses for within you to 


losers: it.” 
—WM.E. Kerr 


£() 


4 


is placed in 


front of you, know it's 


—Cynthia Cooper 


“If you run into a wall, ‘Accept yourself, 
believe in yourself, 
NOW that you're 


valuable and that you 


turn around and 


Figure out 

how to climb it, go 

through it, or work can do anything you 
choose to.” 


—Rosie O'Donnell 


around it.” 


—Michael Jordan 
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wi) Ask an adult to prepare a frozen 
cheese pizza. Now choose one 
of these toppings to put on the pizza. 


Really Ravioli Say Cheese! 


: Mama mia! Warm up your favorite Wi) Top your pizza with oodles of 

A ravioli and sauce. Then spread it noodles! Ask an adult to help 

E on top of the pizza. Sprinkle a little you prepare a box of macaroni and 

: parsley or Parmesan cheese on cheese. Put the cooked macaroni 
top if desired. and cheese on top of the pizza. 
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Try these crazy pizza toppings—youll be 
surprised how much you love ’em! 


Photos: Mike Walker Illustrations: Tracy McGuinness Styling: Beth Buzogany 


Fiesta Flavor Hot Diggity Dog Eg¢-cellient 


This pizza has crunch! Pour salsa Two classics together—hot dogs on your Wi) Here’s a new twist on brunch. 


on top of the pizza. Shake crushed pizza! Slice 3 hot dogs into small pieces Ask an adult to help you 

cheese tortilla chips on top of and heat them in the microwave. Put scramble 4 eggs and cut up a few 

pizza and salsa. Ole! the hot dogs on the pizza. Drizzle heated pieces of cooked bacon. Put eggs 
barbecue sauce over entire pizza. and bacon on top of pizza. x 
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+The Pine Street Girls Club 


Mystery 


by Rick Walton 


Lindsey has a perfectly good excuse for why 
she didn’t come help shovel. Or does she? 


The Pine Street Girls Club, otherwise It was off. Thissometimes = _ 
known as the PS.G.C., was formed by the girls happened in her town. A . # 
who lived on Pine Street, of course. Its main snowstormcould knock oy IX 
purpose was to be a way to have fun, but the out the electric power for a ON 
girls did try to do some a whole neighborhood. iy 


good deeds here and No problem, though. They 
there when they could. wouldn’t need electricity 
They’d babysit kids for to shovel, and it was light 


moms who were sick. enough outside to get to work. 


They’d help senior Laura reached for her phone and began 
citizens with their calling the other members of the P.S.G.C. 
yard work. And they Fifteen minutes later, half a dozen heavily 
had a bake sale to bundled-up girls with snow shovels were 


raise money to fix up gathered in front of Laura’s house. 
the playground at the park. “Where’s Lindsey?” asked Cheri. 

Their winter service project was shoveling “I called her,” said Laura, “but there was no 
snow. The girls planned to pull out their 
shovels and clear the sidewalks on their block 
after each snowstorm. 

So when Laura woke up early one Saturday 
morning to find that a storm had dumped six 
inches of snow on the ground overnight, she 
jumped into action. 

She flipped on her light switch. Nothing 
happened. Then she checked her digital clock. 
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\llustrations: Lauren Scheuer 


answer. Maybe her family went somewhere 
for the weekend.” 

“I don’t think so,” said Cheri. “I went to a 
movie with her last night, and she didn’t say 
anything about going anywhere.” 

“Oh, well,” said Laura. “We might as well 
get started.” 

The girls got to work. The shoveling was 
hard, but the girls stuck with it. Within an 


hour they’d cleared a whole block of 
sidewalks—both sides. The club headed 
back to Laura’s house. 

“Great job, everybody! Who’s ready for 
blueberry muffins?” asked Laura with a 


smile. Just then, they saw someone coming 
down the sidewalk. 

“Is it? I think it is. It’s Lindsey,” said Cheri. 
“I didn’t think she’d gone anywhere.” 

The girls waited for Lindsey to arrive. 
“You missed the shoveling,” 
said Cheri. 

“Oops!” said 
Lindsey. “I forgot 3 
all about it. You 
should have 


called me. 


“We'll have some 
right away,” she 
said. “And, 
Lindsey, you’re 
welcome to 
have some, too, 
even if you 
didn’t answer 
my call, which I’m 


I would have come and helped.” 

“I did call you,” said Laura, “but no one 
answered the phone.” 

“My parents went to the gym early this 
morning, but I was up,” said Lindsey. “I would 
have heard the phone ringing. Oh, wait... ll 
bet you called while I was drying my hair. 

I can never hear anything over the racket my 
hair dryer makes. Sorry about that. I really 


wanted to come help.” 


“Well, you’re here now,” said Cheri. 


Turning to Laura, she said, “So, how about 
those muffins?” 


Laura smiled. 


sure you heard.” 
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The Case of a Very 


Secret Admirer 


by Rick Walton 


botanic tatu inet 


Someone left a Vieniie present on the step 
for Alisha’s brother. But who? 


Alisha lifted the waffle iron cover and smiled 
at the perfect, light brown waffle she’d just 
created. “Looks good,” she said as she put the 
waffle on a plate. “Who wants to be the guinea 
pig and try it?” 

“I do!” said her brother, Tyler. 

“Get away from that, Tyler. It’s mine,” joked 
Alisha’s friend Sarah, who had slept over the 
night before. 

Laughing, Alisha pointed from Sarah to 


Tyler, saying, “Eenie, meeny, miney...” 


She was interrupted by the doorbell. “Wait,” 
Alisha said. “I'll decide who gets the waffle after 
I answer the door,” 

Alisha went into the living room and peeked 
through the window to see who was at the 
door. No one was there. She opened the door, 
letting in the cool winter air. The street was 
totally deserted. 

“That's weird,” said Alisha. As she was closing 

the door, she glanced down 
and saw something on the 
step. It was a gift bag with 
pink hearts all over it. 
“What do we have here?” 
she asked, picking up the 
bag and taking it inside. 

Sarah rushed over. 
“What is it?” she asked. 

“Looks like a present,” Alisha said, peeking 
into the bag. “Wait, there’s a card.” She opened 
the card and read it out loud. “To Tyler. Happy 
Valentine’s Day. Love, a Secret Admirer.” 

“Oh, Tyler,” Sarah sang. “Your girlfriend left 
you something.” 

Tyler came to the door, chewing on the 
waffle. “Huh?” he said. 


Alisha handed him the 
bag and waved the card 
at him. “It’s for you. 


“I didn’t recognize her,” said Monica, “but 
I did get a good look at her. She was wearing 
blue jeans, a black belt, a yellow sweater, a wool 


From your secret hat, and a long, buttoned-up green coat.” 
admirer. Someone “That sounds like Kelsey!” said Sarah. “She 
likes you.” has a long green coat.” 

Tyler looked | “Nah, Kelsey is on vacation in Florida this 
shocked for a second, Py / week,” said Tyler. “I'll bet it was Blake. She 
then pulled out what was smiles at me a lot.” 
in the bag. “Comic books! Cool,” he said and “Maybe it was Emily,” said Sarah. “She has a 
started flipping through them. yellow sweater she wears a lot.” 

“O.K.,” said Alisha, “out with it. Who is she?” “I know who it was,” said Alisha, smiling. 

“How would I know?” said Tyler. “The card “You do?” asked Monica and Sarah together. 
said it was a secret.” “Who was it? Tell me now!” said Tyler. 


“Let’s see if there are any clues outside,” said 
Sarah. She opened the door, and the three of 
them stepped out. Just then, Sarah pointed to 
a girl who was walking past the house and said, 
“Maybe she knows something.” 

mms girl was Monica, aw 
who lived a couple of 
blocks away. 

“Hey, Monica!” 
shouted Alisha. “Did 
you just leave some- 
(hing on our step?” 
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“No,” said Alisha. “I think I’ll wait and let your 
secret admirer reveal herself when she’s ready.” 


Who was the secret admirer, and how did 
Alisha know? 


Monica walked up 
(o the house. “Nope. 
'm just on my way to ae 
the store. Did someone 
leave something?” 

Alisha held up the gift bag. “Tyler’s secret 
girlfriend left him a present. You didn’t see 
anyone, did you?” she asked. 

Monica thought for a moment. “A girl did run 
past me a minute ago.” 


“Who was it?” asked Tyler. 
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“May I speak with 
Marie Cantu?” the voice 

on the phone asked. 

“This is Marie,” ' 
answered Marie. 

“Please hold for 
the governor.” 

Marie looked at the phone. 

Why would the governor be calling her? She 
waited for the governor to speak. She did help 
out at the animal shelter every weekend. And 
then there were her honors in English. Had 
she saved anyone’s life lately? 

She thought about these things as she 
waited...and waited...and waited. Finally, she 
realized the truth. Someone had played a trick 
on her! 

She hung up the phone. 

It rang again. Marie answered it. “Ha ha ha! 
Very funny,” she said into the phone. 

“Marie2” It was Noelle. “I've been trying to call 
you for fifteen minutes, but your line was busy.” 


“Oh, hi, Noelle. I just got a prank call. I thought 


it was the same person trying to call me again.” 
“The governor?” 


Ny 


Someone’s making prank calls—and Marie 
knows who! What should she do now? 


“The governor,” said Marie. “She called 
you, too? I waited for fifteen minutes before 
hanging up.” 

“T waited twenty minutes. Beat you,” said 
Noelle. “Who do you think it was?” 

“She disguised her voice, but now that I think 
about it, it sounded like Megan.” 

“I think we need to plan a little revenge. I'll 
be right over.” 

The girls discussed options, then headed 
over to Megan’s house. 

It had been snowing all morning, and when 
Marie and Noelle reached Megan’s, a blanket of 
snow covered the lawn, the sidewalk, everything. 
The girls walked up the sidewalk, making foot- 
prints in the spotless snow. 

SS — 


Marie whispered to Noelle. Noelle nodded. 
Then they went to work. Quietly they rolled 
snow into large balls. Together they pushed and 
heaved the balls up onto Megan’s porch and 
built a large snowman, right in front of the door. 
Then they rang the doorbell and ran to hide 
behind the next-door neighbor’s bushes. 
Megan opened the door. “What’s this?” 
she asked. She tried to push the screen door 
open. It moved just a few inches, then hit the 
snowman and would go no farther. 


A few minutes later Megan emerged from 
behind the house. She stomped onto the porch 
and began to dismantle the snowman. 

“Hi, Megan!” said Noelle. She and Marie 
walked up Megan’s sidewalk as though they 
had just arrived. “Why are you building a snow- 
man on your porch? Aren’t you afraid it will 
block your door?” 

“Very funny,” said Megan. “I owe you one.” 

“No, we’re even,” said Marie. “By the way, 
how’s the governor?” 

“The governor? I don’t know what you're 
talking about.” 

Marie told her about the prank calls. 

“You think I made them?” asked Megan. 


“I wish. But I didn’t. 

I walked over to the 
library this morning to 
work on my research 
report on Peru. I just 
got back ten min- 
utes ago. Help me 
get this snowman ‘ 
off the porch, and we can go inside and get 
some hot cocoa.” 

Marie and Noelle helped Megan roll the rest 
of the snowman away from the door. Then the 
girls went in, sipped hot cocoa, and talked. 

After a while, Marie stood up. “I'd better get 
going.” Noelle stood, too. 

The girls started to leave. Then Marie turned 
back and said, “So tell me, Megan, who else did 
you call? Just us?” 

“I told you, I didn’t call you,” said Megan. 

“Oh, I think you did,” said Marie. “You didn’t 
go to the library today. I think you were here all 
morning being the governor’s secretary.” 

How did Marie know that Megan hadn’t gone 
to the library? 
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For even more 
sleuthing fun, read 
Mini Mysteries— 
20 Tricky Tales to 
Untangle, available 
this March. x 


Mini 
Mysteries 
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The Giggle Gang danced to these silly songs at the winter valentine dance. 
Match each song with the singer who performs it. 


See ee 
page, ta 


1. ! 2 Jim Nasticks 4. (> Rita Book . Val N. Tyne 
2. Penn Gwen 5. Linda Hand ; Adam Up 


= 
v. _ 3. Ie Iggy Lou 6. Seymour Clearly ; \ Pete Za and Pepe Roni 


All answers on page 42. 


Beekeeper: Bee mine, honey. 2 Hairstylist: You're certainly a cut above the rest. Ballet dancer: The pointe is, your friendship keeps 
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AGCode Cros My Heart 


What did the boy pickle is 43 If Cecilia reaches the center of this heart, 
say to the girl pickle? a she'll find something left by a secret 
admirer. Can you show her the way? 


C. Ve vir yy “") y 


* 
Letter Slide 


Reorder the words listed in the heart so that the words above and below 
have none of the same letters. We’ve done the first one for you. 


Baker: | brought you some flours. @ Teacher: You're a class act. » Shoe salesperson: | love you heart and sole. 7 Clockmaker: I’m cuckoo! cuckoo! over you. 


me on my toes. Oy Fashion designer: Our friendship was tailor-made. a Babysitter: My heart goes out to you, so take good care of it! gg 
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T he Ciggle Gang 


Ashley’s friends went to see her skate, but because the skaters’ faces were covered, 
the pals couldn’t identify Ashley. The girls tried to remember what Ashley’s costume 
looked like, but they each got just one detail correct. Circle Ashley. 


She has on a purple 
4 sash and white scarf. 


+ 


Hint: Cross off any ice skater that has both , / “ She’s wearing green 
the details each girl described. _,, — > - ‘\ tights and pink skates. 
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& Train conductor: | choo-choose you to be my valentine. ie Soccer player: I’ve reached my goal and scored a great pal! 2 Bird-watcher: You are a tweetie. 


=~ 


G Pirate: | treasure you. Astronaut: You're out of this world! Y Banker: Our friendship is rich. Y Spelling champ: URAQ 
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HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 


The boy who sits right in front 
of me at school has a major 
crush on me. He keeps giving 
me love notes and following 
me around. It is really starting 
to annoy me. I want to tell him 
to stop. What do I do? 
Stuck behind lover boy! 
Having a crush on you doesn’t 
give this boy the right to be a 
pest. The next time he bugs you, 
say, “I know you like me, but 
| don’t feel the same way about 
you. Please leave me alone.” 
That should be enough to cool his 
jets. If he keeps annoying you, 
say, “Leave me alone, or I'll talk 
to the teacher about you.” If that 
doesn’t stop him, get help. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
We just got a new baby and I do 
not know how to help out. What 
should I do? 
Oh, Bane 
There’s not much you can do to 
help a newborn baby, but there 
are a LOT of ways you can help 


your parents, so just ask them. 


Straightening up, taking out the 
trash, folding laundry, and loading 


and unloading the dishwasher are 
all good ways to help. By lending 
a hand around the house, you’ll 
be giving your family more time 
to enjoy the new baby. Maybe you 
can even be in charge of taking 
pictures and putting together a 
baby book of all the good times 
you'll have together. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I was doing some cleaning 
when I found a cigarette in 
my brother’s drawer in the 
bathroom. Should I tell my 
parents, or should I let it go? 
Seaced 
Just because you found a cigarette 


doesn’t mean your brother is 


smoking. Ask him about it first. 
Tell him you found the cigarette 
and you’re worried about him. 
Then, if you feel you need to tell 
your parents, let your brother 
know and give him the chance to 
talk to them first. Whatever you 
do, don’t just let it go. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My best friend got a karaoke 
machine, so we tried it out. 
After finishing my song, I asked 
her what she thought. She said 
she would not tell me. Does this 
mean it’s horrible? 
Worried 
It is possible that your friend 
thought you sounded horrible. It’s 
also possible that she thought 
you sounded fantastic and feels 
jealous. It’s even possible that 
she thought you were fishing for 
a compliment, and she didn’t like 
being put on the spot. It doesn’t 
really matter what she thought, 
because karaoke is about having 
fun, whether your singing sounds 
good or not. Just relax and sing 


your heart out. 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
My friends think Iam an ATM. 
I am always paying for them. 
How can I stop paying when 
Iam so nice? Help me! 
Not an ATM 
You shouldn’t be expected to 
always pay for everyone, even if 
you can afford to. The next time 
your friends ask you to treat 
them, say, “I paid last time. It’s 
someone else’s turn.” Stand up 
for yourself, and make sure you 
expect your friends to be as nice 
to you as you are to them. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I love to play basketball. My 
little sister just started playing, 
and she’s good for her age. My 
dad keeps saying, “We’ve got 
another player here! It must 
run in the family!” Then I feel 
bad. Am I just being jealous? 
It does sound like you’re a little 
jealous, but that’s natural. Try 
not to feel too bad. Your sister’s 
talent doesn’t take away from 


your skills at all. In fact, with 
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another b-ball player in the family, 


you’ll always have someone to 

play and practice with, which will 

make you an even better player. 
x 

Dear American Girl, 

I’m obsessed with Lord of the 

Rings! I have the soundtrack, 

visit the Web sites, and have 

read all the books twice. I try 

to get into other things, but 

I can’t. The real problem is 

I get depressed because the 

whole thing is made up. Help! 

lost in LOTR 

Take time to think about what 

exactly it is about LOTR that you 

love. Then challenge yourself to 

find other things that can excite 

you in the same way. You love to 


read, so consider joining a book 


club at your school. That way, you 
can find new books to enjoy and 
maybe make some new friends 
who love reading, too. If you’re so 
wrapped up in LOTR that you can’t 
lift yourself out of the dumps, let 
your parents know. They may want 


you to talk to a doctor or a coun- 


selor to help you sort things out. 


x 


Advice from You 


“Whenever I say something to 
my mom in a mean voice, and 
| want to take it back, | do 
something called ‘rewind.’ My 
mom and | make funny rewind- 
ing noises and pretend | never 
said that. Then | say it over in 
a nice voice. It’s a great way 
to get out of a bad mood.” 


Maurer C. 


Age 12, Maryland 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 


Help! 
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We asked Carol Yoshizumi, the illustrator 
who drew the Midnight Madness game 
and “Board Silly,” to share her favorite 
sleepover memory with us. 
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For more fun and games, 


j} go to 
| and click on 
Y “Fun for Girls.” 
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The: 


lt’s Our All-Animai issue! 
From the front cover to the back, 
we'll put an animal on every page! 
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Do you love sleepovers? Play this 
game at your next one—or anytime— 
for all-night fun! 


AmericanGirl 
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% 
> y (How to play, continued) 
Place all the game pieces on Start. Roll the die to 
y4 4 see who starts—the player who gets the highest 
number goes first. Play goes clockwise. When it’s 
N J your turn, roll the die and move your game piece 
How to play: s) forward. Follow the instructions on the space you 
4 You'll need the Midnight Madness game board, land on. If you land on a Midnight Madness space, 
& the Midnight Madness cards, one game piece for i draw a card, read the card aloud, and answer the 4 
P each player (use buttons, bottle caps, or any small = question or follow the instructions on the card. When 
objects), and a die. Cut out the Midnight Madness E a youre finished, place the card at the bottom of the oe & 
ap cards and place them facedown on the game board. 3 pile. The first player to the breakfast table wins! 
Sd 
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Two party guests still 
haven't shown up. 
Go back to Start to greet 
them when they arrive. 


Congratulations, 
Miss Flexible. 


. You’re the Twister Your little 


champion! sister is bugging 
Roll again. you to let her play 
a game with your 

friends. Skip your 
next turn while you 

explain the rules. 


Sleep tight. 
You were 
second to fall 
asleep. Move 
pack 1 space 
or skip your 
next turn. 


{ 
\ 


Flip on the radio and do karaoke 
to the first song you hear. 


Was the last craft project you did 
a masterpiece or a mess? Explain. 


If you dropped a cookie on the 
sidewalk, would you still eat it? 


